SUMMARY INFORMATION ON NSRAC WORKING GROUPS
SPATIAL PLANNING WORKING GROUP

Chair; 
Euan Dunn

Date;
Wednesday 11th May & Thursday 12th May

Venue;
Defra, Whitehall Place West, London
Programme

Day 1 will be a Workshop involving 30-50 participants, including experts and practitioners drawn from outside the NSRAC.  
Day 2 will consist of the Working Group proper and will address:

· Terms of Reference.  

· The context of spatial planning.  What should NSRAC Policy be on spatial planning

· The role of fisheries management areas 

· The emerging network of MPAs (Natura 2000 & Ospar)

· The NSRAC response to proposals for closed and other managed areas
· Developing criteria for closed areas 

DEMERSAL WORKING GROUP

Chair; 
Barrie Deas

Date;
Tuesday 17th May & Wednesday Morning 18th May

Venue;
SEERAD, Glasgow
Programme

· Terms of Reference

· Long Term Issues

i. Long term management objectives for demersal fisheries

ii. Ecosystem approach/EU Marine Strategy

iii. Building a consensus on the state of the fish stocks/improving the fish stock assessment process 

iv. Identification of technical support from:

Member States/National laboratories

Fishery Science Partnerships

Commission

ICES

EAFE, European Association of Fisheries Economists

· Immediate Issues

i. Agreement on a programme to provide relevant and credible advice, where relevant in the context of the EU/Norway annual reciprocal agreement.

Cod

(Recovery Programme)

Haddock

Whiting

Saithe

Anglers

Greenland halibut

Nephrops

New stocks

Squid




Red Mullet

Sandeels

Norway pout

ii. Realignment of management areas with biological stock boundaries

iii. Discard pilot studies

iv. Preparation for the December Council

· Process Issues/Quota Year

· Any Other Business

· Closed areas, including the Shetland Box, leading on to a discussion of the Plaice Box within the Flatfish WG

FLATFISH WORKING GROUP

Chair; 
Nathalie Steins

Date;
Afternoon of Wednesday 18th May & Thursday 19th May

Venue;
SEERAD, GLASGOW

Programme

· Advice on the Plaice Box (discussion of evaluation; preparation of advice for finalisation in ExCom) – following on discussion of boxes by the Demersal WG.

1. Presentation of evaluation by RIVO scientist

2. Response to EC non-paper

3. Discussion elements advice

4. Working procedure for preparation of advice for June ExCom

· Terms of Reference

· Advice on flatfish management strategies 

1. Response to initial advice and questions by EC; 

2. Presentation of scientific assessment of measures in initial NSRAC advice and Dutch 80mm  fleet by RIVO scientist 

3. Presentation of technical measures ideas by Peter Caunter/DEFRA

4. Discussion elements advice 

5. Working procedure for preparation of advice for June ExCom

· Any other business

