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06/05/FI 2
To: Mr. Joe Borg, 

European Commissioner for 

Fisheries and Maritime Affaires

Brussels, 7 March 2006

Re: Trade Union involvement in RACs

Dear Commissioner Borg,

Herewith we would like, once again, to draw your attention to the problem of workers’ participation in Regional Advisory Councils (RACs).

As in the past, we are very concerned about workers’ representation, or, to be more precise, “under-representation” in RACs. During the last months we have assisted to the further creation of new regional committees and others are on their way. On the contrary, the problem of employed fishermen participation, raised many times by ETF and its affiliates, both officially and unofficially, seems not to evolve.

We noticed that many of the other stakeholders of the sector have no interest in promoting trade unions involvement in the management of regional fisheries policies. In fact today we keep facing the same problems and obstacles which we had denounced in the past.

First of all, Member States did not appoint any workers’ representative. Therefore, the only seats allocated to employees are those of ETF or its affiliates. Not a big deal, if compared to the number of seats allocated to other stakeholders!

Secondly, no progresses have been made as regards to financial matters. As you probably know, trade unions’ budgets do not allow paying the high affiliation fees requested by RACs, which have to be added to the travel and accommodation expenses for attending meetings. These problems are even higher when our members wish to take part in more than one RAC.

We are firmly convinced that there is an absolute need for guarantying a genuine and adequate representation of workers in all fora dealing with fisheries policies’ management at both European and regional levels: on the one side they have a unique and direct experience of the sector, and on the other they are the first to suffer the consequences of the problems of the sector. 

Being trustful that equitable solutions can be found, and confident that you will share our concerns, we look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully,
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Eduardo Chagas

ETF General Secretary

Cc:
ETF Affiliates



Members of the European Parliament Committee on Fisheries
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