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Dear Mr. Farnell

Cod Recovery

I write formally as Chairman of the North Sea Regional Advisory Council to advise of the RAC’s views on cod recovery.

There is a strong view within the North Sea RAC that, against the background of recent ICES advice, the cod recovery programme appears to have stalled.  There is no doubting that the recovery measures put in place to date have had serious consequences for the economic viability of the fishing fleets but there is little comparable evidence to demonstrate that the cod stocks are responding to those measures.  Weak assessments based on weak data are part of the problem.

The RAC is of the opinion that simply ratcheting down the TAC for cod and cutting effort year on year is an inadequate response to this problem and that a fundamental review of the cod recovery plan is necessary and should be undertaken in 2006.

This view is apparently shared by ICES which has pointed out that the cod recovery plan has not been scientifically evaluated and by STECF which is of the opinion that a comprehensive review of the effort regulations is required.

The Review, in our view, should evaluate the options for cod recovery with the following in mind:

· Establishing a level of fishing mortality that will deliver recovery over an agreed time frame.

· Take into account environmental and ecosystem shifts that may affect the rate of that recovery.

· Address the issue of data deficiencies.

· Be designed to ensure a high level of compliance with TACs

· Consider multi-species effects including the effects of predators.

· Aim to provide a reasonable degree of year on year stability in the regulations.

· Be subject to the principle of proportionality.

· Be based on a more sophisticated understanding of mixed fisheries effects.

Clearly the terms of reference can be refined but we would hope that this Review could be a collaborative exercise between scientists, fisheries managers and principal stakeholders.  An in-house ICES – STECF – Commission approach would not, in our view, be designed to deliver the best result.

Although the failure of front-loading this year has prevented the RAC from arriving at specific advice for the management regime in 2006, there is a broad view that simply applying the existing recovery plan with more vigour is not likely to deliver better cod recovery.

We hope that you can accept this proposal and we would be very happy to discuss with you the details of how it might best be taken forward.

Yours sincerely

Hugo Andersen

Chairman

NSRAC Executive Committee
Yours sincerely
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Ann Bell

NSRAC Executive Secretary
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