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CONTROL AND ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ADVISORY BOARD

INTER-RAC POSITION

The Inter-RAC Working Group welcomes the opportunity to participate in the Advisory Board of the European Control Agency (ECA).  It offers an opportunity for the RAC to make a contribution to the debate on control in EU fisheries.  It also offers an opportunity for the control agency to have a link with the views of Europe’s diverse fishing industry and fisheries stakeholders.  The RACs have done some excellent work in building working relationships between fisheries stakeholders and fisheries scientists, and this success can be followed up by building institutional links with control agencies.

Before the Inter-RAC joins the Advisory Board, it is important that the certain issues are clarified to ensure participation is useful for both the ECA and the RACs.  The Inter-RAC Working Group wish to understand better what the role of the Advisory Board will be, and in what capacity the Inter-RAC would take part in the Board.  The RACs are keen to ensure their participation is productive and can effect real change.

The Inter-RAC also wishes to express several comments on the ECA and on broader issues of enforcement in EU waters:

· A major aim of the Control Agency should be to build a culture of compliance that will underpin the body of rules necessary to safeguard stocks.

· The regulatory framework must be comprehensible and perceived to be logical and fair by both fishermen and enforcement authorities.  Therefore the Commission’s work on simplification of European fisheries management should be of high priority on an ongoing basis.

· Establishing a high degree of compliance is only feasible if fisheries are profitable.  This should be taken into account in the setting of TAC and effort levels and in the balancing of capacity in relation to available fishing opportunities.


