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27 September 2007

Dear Sir,

In June the Fisheries Council decided on the implementation of a long-term management plan for North Sea plaice and sole as of  01 January 2008. 

NSRAC finds it encouraging that many aspects of its advisory documents on the management of the flatfish stock are incorporated in this plan.  We are very aware, however, of the challenges the industry will have to face before achieving the objectives of the plan.

The plan first seeks to bring the stocks of North Sea plaice and sole above safe biological limits. Once these levels have been achieved targets will be set for fishing mortality. These targets will be based on a socio-economic and biological impact assessment. STECF has already carried out some preliminary work with involvement of NSRAC members. 

As you know, NSRAC has established a number of development groups to develop advice on long term management measures for different North Sea stocks. Flatfish is one of those stocks. The flatfish development group will prepare advice on the implementation of the second phase of the EU’s long-term management plan. Therefore the completion of the STECF assessment is of vital importance to the work of the flatfish development group. 

I kindly request you to prioritise your request to STECF to carry out a socio-economic impact assessment for the long-term management plan. I also request that the involvement of NSRAC in the preparation of the study is ensured. I feel that our involvement in the preliminary work was very beneficial to all parties involved.

I believe that the sooner we start the work, the better. We should avoid any chances of achieving the phase 1 objectives without having a strong basis for the implementation of phase 2.

Nathalie Steins and Michael Andersen have been appointed as coordinators for our flatfish development group. You can contact them to discuss further specifics.

Yours sincerely,
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Hugo Anderson

Chair
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