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8 July 2006

Dear Sir,

On 9 February a meeting was held between your Unit and the Flatfish Working Group Chair on NSRAC’s advice on the evaluation of the Plaice Box. It was agreed that the Commission would investigate the possibilities of funding a scoping study on the basis of a thorough examination of the Focus Group progress report. It was agreed NSRAC would be informed of the outcome by late March. The final report of the meeting is enclosed.

In May, our Flatfish Working Group Chair was informed that Mr. Hopkins of your Unit had looked into funding possibilities but requested some further information on the Terms of Reference and a breakdown of costs. 

The Flatfish Working Group has subsequently asked the lead scientist assisting our Plaice Box Focus Group, Professor Dr. A. Rijnsdorp of IMARES to provide an outline of the requirements for a scoping study and estimation of costs. We hope this provides you with sufficient details to undertake a directed investigation of funding possibilities within the European Commission. Please feel free to contact Nathalie Steins-Oosterling in case you have any further questions.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

[image: image2.jpg]



Hugo Andersson

Chair NSRAC Executive Committee
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