WKBENCH1 (Flatfish)
A Benchmark Workshop on Flatfish (Chair: XXX (to be confirmed), ICES coordinators: Jan Jaap Poos (Netherlands) (UK) and Norman Graham (Ireland) and two invited external experts) will be established and will meet in ICES HQ, Copenhagen, Denmark, 6–14 February 2009 to:

a) Evaluate the appropriateness of data and methods to determine stock status and investigate methods for short term outlook taking agreed or proposed management plans into account for the stocks listed in the Text Table below. The evaluation shall include consideration of fishery-dependent, fishery independent, and life history data currently being collected for use in the current assessment work and the proposed assessment

b) Agree and document preferred method for evaluating stock status and (where applicable) short term outlook and update the assessment handbooks as appropriate;

c) Develop recommendations for future improving assessment methodology and data collection

d) As part of the evaluation: 

i) conduct a one day data compilation workshop.  Stakeholders shall be invited to contribute data (including data from non-traditional sources) and to contribute to data preparation and evaluation of data quality. As part of the data compilation workshop consider the quality of data including discard and estimates of misreporting of landings;

ii) consider the possible inclusion of environmental drivers for stock dynamics in the assessments and outlook 

iii) evaluate the role of stock identity and migration 

iv) evaluate the role of multispecies interactions on the assessments

	Stock
	Assessment Lead

	North Sea plaice (Subarea IV)
	

	Plaice in VIId (Eastern Channel)
	

	Plaice in VIIe (Western Channel)
	

	Sole in VIId (Eastern Channel)
	

	Sole in VIIe (Western Channel)
	


The Benchmark Working Group will report for the attention of ACOM by 6 March 2009

WKBENCH2 (Roundfish)

A Benchmark Workshop on Roundfish (Chair: XXX (to be confirmed) and ICES coordinators: Chris Darby (UK), XXX (to be confirmed) and two invited external experts) will be established and will meet in ICES HQ, Copenhagen, Denmark, 16–24 January 2009 to:

a) Evaluate the appropriateness of data and methods to determine stock status and investigate methods for short term outlook taking agreed or proposed management plans into account for the stocks listed in the Text Table below. The evaluation shall include consideration of fishery-dependent, fishery independent, and life history data currently being collected for use in the current assessment work and the proposed assessment

b) Agree and document preferred method for evaluating stock status and (where applicable) short term outlook and update the assessment handbooks as appropriate;

c) Develop recommendations for future improving assessment methodology and data collection

d) As part of the evaluation: 

i) conduct a one day data compilation workshop.  Stakeholders shall be invited to contribute data (including data from non-traditional sources) and to contribute to data preparation and evaluation of data quality. As part of the data compilation workshop consider the quality of data including discard and estimates of misreporting of landings;

ii) consider the possible inclusion of environmental drivers for stock dynamics in the assessments and outlook 

iii) evaluate the role of stock identity and migration 

iv) evaluate the role of multispecies interactions on the assessments

	Stock
	Assessment Lead

	North Sea whiting  
	

	North Sea cod 
	

	Kattegat cod
	

	Western Baltic cod
	

	Eastern Baltic cod
	

	Celtic Sea cod
	


The Benchmark Workshop will report for the attention of ACOM by 20 February 2009
WKBENCH3 (Nephrops, with TV surveys)

A Benchmark Workshop on Nephrops, with UWTV surveys (Chair: XXX (to be confirmed) and ICES coordinators Colm Lordan (Ireland) and Ewen Bell (UK)) will be established and will meet in Aberdeen or Galway, for 5 days in the period 2–13 March 2009) to:
a) Evaluate the appropriateness of data and methods to determine stock status and investigate methods for short term outlook taking agreed or proposed management plans into account for the stocks listed in the Text Table below. The evaluation shall include consideration of fishery-dependent, fishery independent (in particularly UWTV surveys), and life history data currently being collected for use in the current assessment work and the proposed assessment

b) Agree and document preferred method for evaluating stock status and (where applicable) short term outlook and update the assessment handbooks as appropriate;

c) Develop recommendations for future improving assessment methodology and data collection

	Nephrops Stock
	Assessment Lead

	FU 6 Farns Deeps
	

	FU 7 Fladen Grounds
	

	FU 8 Firth of Forth
	

	FU 9 Moray Firth
	

	FU 15 Irish Sea West
	

	
	


The Benchmark Workshop will report for the attention of ACOM by 3 April 2009
WKBENCH4 (Short-lived species)

A Benchmark Workshop on Short-lived species (Chair: XXX (to be confirmed) and ICES coordinator Harald Gjøsaeter (Norway)) will be established and will meet for 5 days in late March or early April 2009 in Bergen, Norway to 
a) Evaluate the appropriateness of data and methods to determine stock status and investigate methods for short term outlook taking agreed or proposed management plans into account for the stocks listed in the Text Table below. The evaluation shall include consideration of fishery-dependent, fishery independent, and life history data currently being collected for use in the current assessment work and the proposed assessment. Special attention shall be paid to methods for estimating spawning stock biomass from survey results; 

b) Agree and document preferred method for evaluating stock status and (where applicable) short term outlook and update the assessment handbooks as appropriate;

c) Develop recommendations for future improving assessment methodology and data collection

d) As part of the evaluation: 

i. consider the possible inclusion of environmental drivers for stock dynamics in the assessments and outlook 
ii. evaluate the role of stock identity and migration 
iii. evaluate the role of multispecies interactions on the assessments
	Stock
	Assessment Lead

	Barents Sea Capelin
	

	Icelandic Capelin
	

	Bay of Biscay Anchovy
	


The Benchmark Workshop will report for the attention of ACOM by 8 May 2009
