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17 April 2008

Dear Sir,

On 7 April 2008 the Dutch Ministry for Transport and Public Works gave a presentation on the Dutch management plan for the Natura 2000 area Voordelta to our Demersal Working group. This plan includes fisheries management measures.  As Denmark, Germany, Belgium and France have historical rights in the area, the measures for the beam-trawl and shrimp fishery will also affect fishermen from these Member States.  Article 9 of EU Regulation 2371/2002 stipulates that a consultation process, including the European Commission, the concerned Member States and the relevant Regional Advisory Council, will have to be followed if a Member State intends to impose fisheries management regulations in its waters that affect fishing activities by other Member States. The Dutch presentation was part of the pre-notification procedure to comply with Article 9.

We write to you to express our concerns about the consultation procedure for introducing fisheries management regulations in future Natura 2000 areas in the community waters. The time schedule for the consultation under Article 9 is laid down in Article 8 on emergency measures, paragraphs 3-6. Consulted parties, including the relevant Regional Advisory Council, must respond within 5 working days.  For the RACs, it is completely unfeasible to provide advice within such a short period.  With many marine Natura 2000 designations on their way, this schedule will become an increasing concern for all parties that must be consulted, including the Commission. 

In view of the above we ask you to reconsider the time frame for the consultation procedure under Article 9. As fisheries management measures for Natura 2000 purposes can hardly be defined as ‘emergency measures’ as defined under Article 8, we feel that more time should be allowed for the consultation under Article 8.
For the specific case of the Dutch Voordelta, the Dutch ministry informed us that the formal notification is expected within two weeks.  Since it is not possible to respond within the stipulated 5 working days, we ask you to grant us 4 weeks time from the notification date.

Yours sincerely
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Hugo Andersson

Chair NSRAC Executive Committee
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