Improving the selectivity

of trawlers

With the financial support of the French Government and
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Standard trawl:
SMP 80mm

Test trawl : SMP 120mm
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e Escape whiting (<27cm) — In abundance

From 13% to 40% : in average 30% not reached ;
No impact of the position of the SMP ;

Escape rate more important in the southern areginglare

e ‘ --




 Reduction in discards of other species — In abuoglan

Important escape of horse mackerel and mackerel

Escape of flat fish (plaice, dab)
Backward position favours the reduction of discards

No impact on cod <35cm
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e |Immediate commercial losses — In biomass

significant losses for whiting, mackerel and redllet

losses for mackerel maximized in backward position




Conclusion

- 30% non reached in average

- significant commercial losses

- backward position of the SMP maximized the commagtosses

Prospects for improvement of the SMP

- Reduction of the mesh size
- Increase of the surface
- Modification of the position

Trials with addition of a second SMP 80mm
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Length-frequency distributions and the
observed proportions of the total catch caught
in the test trawl

Length-frequency distributions and the observed
proportions of the total catch caughtin the test
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