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A Benchmark Workshop on Short-lived species (Chair: Andy Rosenberg (USA) and ICES coordinator Harald Gjøsaeter (Norway)) will be established and will meet 31 August – 4 September in Bergen, Norway to 
a) Evaluate the appropriateness of data and methods to determine stock status and investigate methods for short term outlook taking agreed or proposed management plans into account for the stocks listed in the Text Table below. The evaluation shall include consideration of fishery-dependent, fishery independent, and life history data currently being collected for use in the current assessment work and the proposed assessment. Special attention shall be paid to methods for estimating spawning stock biomass from survey results; 

b) Agree and document preferred method for evaluating stock status and (where applicable) short term outlook and update the assessment handbooks as appropriate;

c) Develop recommendations for future improving assessment methodology and data collection

d) As part of the evaluation: 

i. consider the possible inclusion of environmental drivers for stock dynamics in the assessments and outlook 

ii. evaluate the role of stock identity and migration 

iii. evaluate the role of multispecies interactions on the assessments

	Stock
	Assessment Lead

	Barents Sea Capelin
	Sigurd Tjelmeland

	Icelandic Capelin
	Asta Gudmundsdóttir 

	Bay of Biscay Anchovy
	Andres Uriarte 

	North Sea sprat
	Mark Payne


The Benchmark Workshop will report for the attention of ACOM by 15 September 2009

