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15 May 2008

Dear Sir,

Response to notification of Voordelta N2000 by the Dutch Government

I wrote to you on the 17th April about the proposal from the Netherlands Ministry for Transport and Public Works to declare a Natura 2000 area in the Voordelta area.  In that letter I expressed the concerns of the NSRAC over the consultation procedure being proposed by the Dutch Government and specifically the time available for comment. We have noted your reply of 28th April, which agrees that it will be difficult for all parties to make comments on the Dutch proposal in the tight timeframe for consultation.

The Dutch Government has now provided formal notification of the proposed fisheries management regulations, with only a short period for comment.

At this stage, the NSRAC is unable to provide full comment on the proposals within the time constraints imposed by the notification procedure.  However, we believe it is important for the NSRAC to register its strong interest in the designation of this N2000 area, and other areas which may come forward from other Member States.  The NSRAC seeks sufficient time to comment on this and other proposals where fisheries management measures are being proposed.

The NSRAC is particularly concerned that no clear conservation objectives have been set for the Voordelta N2000 proposal.  There is also concern over the habitat type to be protected, and we understand that there are legal challenges on this issue pending in the Dutch courts. Both the conservation objectives and the habitat type are relevant factors in developing a management plan for the area.  Currently, insufficient information has been provided to give a sound basis for discussing a management plan.  We accept that such uncertainty should not be a reason for undue delay in the introduction of conservation measures.

Under the Dutch Nature Conservation Act, the granting of a licence for certain types of fishing method in the proposed Natura 2000 area will require an appropriate assessment (as defined by the Habitats and Species Directive).  We 

are not certain whether this provision, or indeed other provisions made under the Dutch Nature Conservation Act, applies to fishermen from other Member States.   Danish, Belgian, French and German fishermen may be ‘exempt’.  If they are exempt, then this creates discrimination.  The NSRAC would find such a scenario unacceptable both from a fisheries management and nature conservation point of view.  And if they are not exempt, what would be the procedure for granting a licence to foreign vessels?  And how will equity be guaranteed? 

The NSRAC does not believe that the permanent imposition of fisheries management measures should be undertaken on the very short time scale provided by the emergency measures procedures laid down in Article 8 of the basic regulation, notwithstanding the comments you make in your letter of 28th April.  It is important that the RACs and concerned Member States should have sufficient time and sufficient information to consider any proposal to establish long-term fisheries management regulations for an area.  We therefore ask the Commission again to reconsider the time frame for consultation for this N2000 proposal, to allow sufficient time for information gathering and comment.

Yours sincerely
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Hugo Andersson

NSRAC Chairman
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